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Brazil's	equine	herd	is	the	largest	one	in	Latin	America	and	




equideoculture	 is	 under	 development	 (IBGE,	 2016),	 which	
makes	it	essential	to	control	the	health	situation	of	the	herds	
(REED;	BAYLY,	2000).
In	 this	 context,	 equine	 adenitis	 is	 an	 acute	 contagious	
infectious	disease	with	a	worldwide	distribution,	 caused	by	
Streptococcus	equi	subspecies	equi,	which	generates	significant	
damage	 to	 equine	 breeding	 (KIRINUS,	 2010;	 LIBARDONI,	
2015).	This	disease	is	characterized	by	mucopurulent	inflam-
mation	 of	 the	 upper	 respiratory	 tract,	manifested	 by	 nasal	
discharge,	 cough,	 fever,	 anorexia,	 depression	 and	 abscess	
lymphadenitis,	mainly	of	submandibular	and	retropharyngeal	




malnutrition,	 inappropriate	 transportation,	 parasitism	 and	


















Six	 rural	 properties	 were	 selected	 by	 non-probabilistic	
convenience	 and	 64	 horses	were	 randomly	 selected.	 These	
were	submitted	to	clinical	evaluation	to	record	the	following	







cleaning	 utensils,	 veterinary	 assistance,	 animal	 acquisition,	
quarantine,	disinfection	of	facilities	and	vaccination	(MORAES	
et	al.,	2009).
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and	 microscopic	 analysis.	 Small-sized	 and	 whitish-cream	
colonies,	 formed	by	coccoid-type	bacteria	of	 the	 type	Gram	
positive,	 aerobic,	 catalase	 negative	 and	 β-hemolytic	 from	
group	C	of	Lancefield	(TRABULSI,	2008)	were	considered.





























and	had	 recently	purchased	animals.	Regarding	 the	 type	of	
animal	exploitation,	66.6%	(4/6)	used	the	animals	for	work,	
16.6%	(1/6)	for	leisure	and	16.6%	(1/6)	for	reproduction.
According	to	 the	results	obtained,	 it	 is	believed	that	 the	
absence	 of	 biochemical	 tests	 (fermentation	 of	 sugars)	 is	 a	
factor	that	directly	influenced	in	the	inadequate	selection	of	
samples,	bringing	limitations	to	the	PCR	result,	as	bacteria	of	











of	 more	 stringent	 sanitary	 criteria	 for	 the	 acquisition	 and	
introduction	of	new	animals,	as	well	as	the	inefficient	proce-







ing	 on	 the	 climatic	 characteristics	 of	 the	 region,	 and	 the	










of	 veterinary	 assistance	 (33.3%)	 also	 allow	 the	 entry	 of	 the	
disease	into	a	healthy	herd	(KIRINUS,	2010;	LIBARDONI,	2015).
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